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ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord.    His Kingdom, His glory, PART HI.
His spirit, is what we seek to advance in all things."                      1812-24.

3.  A good deal of difficulty was encountered from an opposite OhaP- n-
quarter.   The London Missionary Society, quite naturally, as a Rivalry of
non-denominational body, sought the support of Churchmen as L.M.S.
well  as of Nonconformists,   and was  at this time particularly
vigorous in pushing its claims all over the country.    It had no

high ecclesiastical authorities to appease, and it had already
aroused widespread enthusiasm among the Dissenters. Much
more jealousy was aroused in this way than on account of S.P.G.
or S.P.C.K., neither of which would have dreamed of employing
"itinerant preachers" in those days. Again and again we find
local friends, who desired the new Church Society to be supported
writing urgent letters to Pratt for deputations, " or the London
Missionary Society would occupy the field first." Bristol itself
was roused in the first instance by the L.M.S. obtaining sermons
and collections in no less a church than St. Mary Eedcliffe. On
the other hand, the Dissenters in many places were very generous
to the Church Society. Repeatedly, when Legh Bichmond or
Haldane Stewart or Daniel Wilson was to preach in the parish
church, the Independent, Baptist, and Methodist ministers closed
their chapels, and took their people to hear the visitor. At Stoke-
upon-Trent, " the Methodists enlivened the service by their loud
Amens." At Kettering, Andrew Fuller, the friend of Carey, and
secretary of the Baptist Missionary Society, held one of the plates
at the doors.

4.  One effect of these difficulties on both sides was that the church
advocates of the new Society took especial pains to insist on its of cj
Church basis and character.    Thus, at the inaugural meeting at
Bristol, the principal resolution approved the' new Society because

it was understood to be " decidedly attached to the doctrines
and episcopal government of the United Church of England and
Ireland"; and on the same occasion Mr. Biddulph, the Evan-
gelical leader at Bristol, said, " It is in the character of Church-
men that we appear this day; happy in an opportunity of testifying
our attachment to our Zion, and of proving that attachment by
zeal for her honour "; and he goes on to quote from the Prayer-
book, to show that " our past omissions are not chargeable on our
Venerable Parent." This phrase, and " our Venerable Mother
the Established Church," are not infrequent. A Suffolk gentle-
man, in giving in his adhesion to the Society, wrote, " Satisfied
as I am of the superior excellence of our venerable Church
Establishment, from its strict adherence to the great truths
of the Gospel in its Liturgy, Articles, and Homilies, I cannot
but wish for the success of a plan to extend its influence "; and
similar expressions abound in sermons, speeches, and letters.
Especially do we find them in Irish utterances. " However
great," says one, " the blessings of religion under any really
Christian form, she appears with a peculiar grace when she is